fields. The topics covered include, among others, ethical issues, the chemical and pharmacological basis of drug central action, neurophysiology, receptors, animal models, drugs used in patients with neurological or psychiatric disorders, assessment of psychotropic drugs and clinical trials, toxicology and drug abuse.
The period covered witnessed an explosion of knowledge in already established areas such as the central actions ofcatecholamines and tryptamines, the identification of their central pathways, the central effects of amino acids and of substances more recently implicated such as peptides, enkephalins and prostaglandins. While many of the accounts deal separately with the basic or the clinical aspects, a significant number combine the two in the same article. With such a plethora of contributions it would be invidious and indeed difficult to single out individual contributions for praise, since overall the quality is very high.
The editors have done their work well, so that despite multiple authorship the text reads easily. There are a large number of figures and tables, adequate references at the conclusion of each contribution and a subject index. If there is a grumble, it is of the small print.
The volume is both large in size and scope so that use as a whole is for those whose span includes both basic and clinical sciences. However, individual sections will appeal to those whose requirements are more restricted and the text can also be recommended to students of 'neuropsychopharmacology', since each contribution has been compressed so as to make readily compassable reading. This book, published as part of the series on clinical neurophysiology edited by Professor Desmedt, reviews the electrophysiological correlations of attention and cognitive processing in man. The book is largely concerned with the relation of perception and attention to cerebral event-related potentials. There are authoritative reviews of slow potential shifts, the contingent negative variation and other ideas about electrophysiological methods for assessing these aspects of performance. Two chapters are concerned with changes in these parameters during development in infancy and childhood, and the final four chapters consider the relevance of these experimental techniques to the investigation of people with individual psychological differences, patients with brain lesions, depression and schizophrenia, and in the assessment of mental retardation. For some reason, Ingvar has once again reviewed his work on regional cerebral blood flow in this volume. Nonetheless, the book contains much that is useful in the field of experimental applications of evoked potential work in man. The 'Year Book' serves two main functions. Firstly, it provides an easy method of being made aware of articles that have been missed, and of being reminded of articles that have been read, but forgotten! Secondly, it provides an excellent source of references presented in a most useful way. The editor's comments are particularly helpful and pertinent, as one would expect from a dermatologist of Dr Dobson's stature. In addition, he has introduced a 'Current Literature Quiz'. This is an excellent way to test one's knowledge and is a good innovation.
As in previous years there is a major review article, which in the 1979 edition is entitled 'Percutaneous Absorption in Children' by Rasmussen; it is an excellent and well balanced review.
The 'Year Book' is a publication of the highest order and Dr Dobson is to be congratulated on keeping the standard so high. All dermatologists will want a copy. ANDREW This book is a creditable attempt to summarize the available useful information about the drug treatment of cancer. However, as the authors admit in their preface, it is extremely difficult in such a rapidly-growing field to achieve this ambition within a single book. Inevitably certain sections, e.g. the chemotherapy of head and neck cancer, are out of date. Regrettably, in discussing the mechanism of action and theoretical aspects of chemotherapy, the authors (like many others) imply that the biochemical mechanism of action of these agents is known. This is not the case for human tumours. Similarly, in the sections referring to cell kinetics there is again the implication that rather dubious measurements on heterogeneous cell collections such as the 'doubling time' have clinical relevance. However, the book is very well referenced and certainly provides valuable guidance on the management of malignant disease. Most people involved in this field will find the volume worth reading. The seventh edition of this well known and highly regarded book can be recommended with the same warmth as has been accorded to preceding editions. Professor Illingworth has sifted well the great volume of new material on child development and added only those facts and concepts which relate importantly to the practical task of developmental diagnosis as practised by doctors. So-called developmental assessment is now an established part of the health surveillance of well babies and is an essential item in the management of children with chronic disease or handicap. The great merit of this book is that the proper use of the methods used for developmental diagnosis is fully explained and the precautions needed to prevent the all too prevalent misuse are fully given. This is a basic book for paediatricians in training and an essential volume for clinical medical officers, general practitioners, and health visitors who monitor the growth and development of the under fives. These guidelines for the preparation of cameraready typescripts, which will be of interest to editors, publishers, authors and typists, are the outcome of a 1979 IFSEA-Ciba Workshop. The booklet also makes suggestions for the citation and arrangement of references that may save time when a paper prepared for one journal is rejected and submitted to another journal with a different reference system. Copies may be obtained from the Ciba Foundation, 41 Portland Place, London WIN 4BN at £1 post-free to members of associations affiliated to IFSEA and at £1.50 post-free to non-members.
VICTOR BLOOM Editor
News Twenty members of the Society travelled to Leuven, many accompanied by their wives. Both the scientific and social sides of the meeting were ofthe very highest order. The scientific programme occupied the whole of Saturday, and a report of this will be published in a forthcoming issue of the Journal. Following the meeting the party saw the magnificent new children's hospital that has recently been completed on the Nuffield plan. We were intrigued at the large number of warded children that had been allowed home for the weekend.
The social aspects of the meeting that followed were as rich as the scientific ones had been. The wives and consorts had been taken on a trip to Brussels and we were entertained at a banquet throughout the evening when speeches and wine mingled freely. The party left Leuven around lunch time on Sunday, almost subdued by hospitality that had included a reception in the University on the Friday evening and a tour of the Beginage and old University town on the Sunday morning, with a 'brunch' in the cellar of the old Town Hall.
J L EMERY

Editorial Representative
Section ofPaediatrics chemotherapy, the authors (like many others) imply that the biochemical mechanism of action of these agents is known. This is not the case for human tumours. Similarly, in the sections referring to cell kinetics there is again the implication that rather dubious measurements on heterogeneous cell collections such as the 'doubling time' have clinical relevance. However, the book is very well referenced and certainly provides valuable guidance on the management of malignant disease. Most people involved in this field will find the volume worth reading. The seventh edition of this well known and highly regarded book can be recommended with the same warmth as has been accorded to preceding editions. Professor Illingworth has sifted well the great volume of new material on child development and added only those facts and concepts which relate importantly to the practical task of developmental diagnosis as practised by doctors. So-called developmental assessment is now an established part of the health surveillance of well babies and is an essential item in the management of children with chronic disease or handicap. The great merit of this book is that the proper use of the methods used for developmental diagnosis is fully explained and the precautions needed to prevent the all too prevalent misuse are fully given. This is a basic book for paediatricians in training and an essential volume for clinical medical officers, general practitioners, and health visitors who monitor the growth and development of the under fives. These guidelines for the preparation of cameraready typescripts, which will be of interest to editors, publishers, authors and typists, are the outcome of a 1979 IFSEA-Ciba Workshop. The booklet also makes suggestions for the citation and arrangement of references that may save time when a paper prepared for one journal is rejected and submitted to another journal with a different reference system. Copies may be obtained from the Ciba Foundation, 41 Portland Place, London WIN 4BN at £1 post-free to members of associations affiliated to IFSEA and at £1.50 post-free to non-members.
VICTOR BLOOM Editor
J L EMERY
Editorial Representative
Section ofPaediatrics
